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Five- Year Programs 

The five-year program that has been 
adopted by the Northern Baptist Conven- 
tion has already made a stir among the 
churches. Truly it might be said that the 
wisdom of this program has even now been 
demonstrated by its effect upon the indi- 
vidual churches. But even so, the influence 
of this move on the part of the Baptists of 
the northern convention is not to be meas- 
ured fully by the success of the undertaking 
itself. Consideration must be given to the 
incentive it has brought to other religious 
bodies. For instance, the Canadian Bap- 
tist, April 27, gives a detailed account of the 
five-year program that is about to be 
adopted by the Baptists of Western Canada. 
This program is formed on the plan of that 
of the northern convention, but, since the 
Baptists of Western Canada are numerically 
fewer, their program is not nearly so 
ambitious. Its chief concern, however, is 
with church membership, finances, missions, 
educations, and evangelism. Certainly the 
five-year program will prove its value in the 
proportion in which it is made a success 
among the Baptists of the northern con- 
vention; the larger worth of the program 
will be seen when we realize how many 
other religious bodies are being impelled 
by it to greater activity. 

Movements in Methodism 

The religious press is at the present time 
considerably interested in the questions 
faced by the General Conference of all 
the Methodist churches in the North, 
which met at Saratoga in May. This 
gathering convenes only once in four 
years and is the source of final authority 
in the Methodist church. One of the main 
issues was the contemplated unification of 
American Methodism. This means the 
bringing together in one organic body the 



Methodists of the North and the South, as 
well as the body known as the Methodist 
Protestant. The New England conference, 
recently held at Worcester, reaffirmed and 
made more nearly unanimous its attitude 
respecting amusements, that indulgence in 
card-playing, theater-going, and dancing 
should be determined by the individual con- 
science and not by a precise rule of the 
church. Furthermore, the annual con- 
ferences of Methodism have been voting 
on three proposed amendments to the con- 
stitution of the church, and the results of 
the balloting will be reported to the General 
Conference in May. The first proposal is 
for "bishops for races and languages," 
which is chiefly intended to make possible 
the election of a colored bishop to carry on 
the administration of colored conferences. 
The second would give retired ministers an 
honorary standing in the congregations 
which they attend as lay worshipers. The 
third would invest the bishops of the 
denomination with power to veto legislation 
of the General Conference which they con- 
sider in conflict with the church constitution. 
This last proposal has not proved at all 
popular, and the church is evidently not in 
the mood to enlarge the bishops' preroga- 
tives. Also, there is a strong desire for 
some reorganization of the benevolent 
boards which will unify their appeal and 
bring all the related agencies in other lands 
into line. 

Proposed Union of Free Churches 
in England 

The National Free Church Council of 
England, which held its twenty-first an- 
nual meeting recently in Bradford, will, for 
years to come, be regarded as important, 
because of the official sanction which it gave 
to the ideal of a "United Free Church of 
England." For the past six years Rev. 
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J. H. Shakespeare, one of the most emi- 
nent of English Baptist clergymen, has 
been an ardent exponent for such a union 
of the Nonconformist denominations. Rev. 
Harold E. Brierly, son of the famous essay- 
ist "J. B.," published in the Christian 
World a series of articles declaring that 
Nonconformity in England was steadily 
losing. During the winter the various 
denominations published their statistics 
for 1915, and these statistics showed with 
dismal uniformity a continued decline in 
their membership and Sunday-school attend- 
ance. In his inaugural address as presi- 
dent of the National Free Church Council 
of England for 1916, Mr. Shakespeare 
declared that the free churches are in the 
throes of a great trial, that denomination- 
alism is not making an appeal to the nation 
at large, and that it is making less and less 
appeal even to the members of the churches 
themselves. It was admitted, however, 
that there is at present no hope of an 
organic union of denominations in England; 
but it is thought that a federal union, "on 
the model of the states of America," is 
possible as a step toward a final solution. 
The views of Mr. Shakespeare were sup- 
ported by Dr. T. B. Meyer, who moved 
that the council should "record its strong 
approval of the principles and proposals 
outlined in the presidential address." This 
motion was heartily and unanimously 
indorsed. 

Prohibition in Canada 

War conditions in Canada have had a 
marked effect on the liquor traffic. On 
March 13 the Province of Manitoba passed 
the Manitoba Temperance Act, with a ma- 
jority of 24,278. Since then the Ontario 
legislature has passed a bill which provides 
for the prohibition of liquor traffic from 
September 16, 1916, to June, 1919, at the 
close of which period the question will be 
submitted to the people. In the meantime 
the provinces of the Canadian West, except- 



ing British Columbia, have adopted similar 
bills, and at the present time the legislature 
of British Columbia is preparing a prohi- 
bition bill. Similarly, Nova Scotia and 
Prince Edward Island are making moves in 
the same direction. It is asserted upon the 
authority of the Toronto Globe that before 
the end of the present year the Province of 
Quebec alone, of the provinces forming the 
Dominion of Canada, will retain the liquor- 
licensing power. The last two months have 
witnessed great conquests in the name of 
temperance. Four years ago the leader of 
the Liberal Opposition introduced a pro- 
hibitory bill, and it was laughed out of the 
House by the Conservative government. 
But the war has had a sobering effect upon 
those in office, and both parties are now 
agreed upon the necessity for the total 
suppression of the traffic. 

Episcopal Church at Chappaq.ua 

Rev. Dr. and Mrs. Frank M. Clendenin 
have deeded and transferred to the diocese 
of New York the beautiful church at Chap- 
paqua, built in honor of their daughter 
Muriel, and which is also a votive offering 
for the union of Christendom. The church 
is situated in a lovely valley, has four acres 
of land, and is built of stone. It is said to 
be one of the most beautiful country 
churches in America. The edifice is an 
exact reproduction of an old church at 
Monken Hadley, twenty miles north of 
London, which was built in 1400. The 
present vicar of the original church has 
taken a kindly interest in the new building, 
and sent a window taken from the old Eng- 
lish church to be incorporated in the build- 
ing here. The dial upon the side of the 
church was given by a Roman Catholic 
priest. The icon for the door of the taber- 
nacle on the altar was given by the late 
warder of the Russian cathedral, and was 
blessed by the Russian archbishop. Also 
there are gifts from Protestant friends as well 
as from those of the Anglican communion. 



